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 Vision, Mission and Values Statement 

 
Parents, please review our school’s Vision, Mission and 

Values statement: 

 

These are not just words to us.  These are our beliefs.  Eve-

rything that we do is based on them.  Please read them and 

know we do have your child’s best interest at heart. 

 

What are we about? 

 

Vision 

In partnership with parents, teachers, and the community, 

Fort Smallwood students will be provided the opportunity to 

achieve and maintain a solid educational foundation that 

stimulates thought, celebrates diversity, and prepares stu-

dents to have a positive impact on their community, country 

and world. 

 

Mission 

We are committed to fostering each child’s full academic 

potential by providing instruction that is engaging, challeng-

ing, appropriately supported, and promotes life-long learn-

ing.  

 

Values 

We value a school supportive of: 

 

• High expectations for learning and behavior 

 

• Instruction that appeals to a variety of learning styles and 

experiences 

 

• Maintaining a safe and orderly learning environment 

 

• Fostering positive, open, and effective home/school com-

munications 

 

• Promoting parent involvement opportunities within the 

school 

 

• Respecting all members of the Fort Smallwood School 

community. 

 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
Greetings, Fort Smallwood Community! 

Believe it or not, December is upon us! On December 
6th, your students will be coming home two hours early 
so their teachers can work to continue to build inclusive 
and welcoming learning environments for all learners. 

Remember, Welcome Wednesday is the first Wednes-
day of every month. Thank you for not bringing fast 
food and younger siblings.  Refer to our website for 
lunch times by grade level. 

We have some exciting events for the month of Decem-
ber.  I would like to highlight two of them: December 
19th at 7PM  is the Winter Chorus Concert; December 
20th is our PTA-sponsored Winter Craft Night from 5-
7PM. This event is open to Fort Smallwood families on-
ly.  Look for these and all other important dates on our 
school calendar. 

Please take note of our updated website, now complete 
with school-wide calendar.  Additionally, items that are 
specific to your child’s grade level are available via our 
Blackboard Website.  Be reminded that the username is 
fortsmallwood and the password is rocky. 

The website, and subsequently, Blackboard can be ac-
cessed via the county website: aacps.org. From there, 
click on the schools tab, go to elementary, and then click 
on Fort Smallwood Elementary School.  There, you will 
find a link that reads, “School Website”. Lots of valuable 
information can be located there! Be sure to check it 
out, and to follow us on Twitter. 

Thanks to all for your continued support in making Fort 
Smallwood Elementary School the best place to learn 
and grow!  Together, we make a difference! 

Respectfully, 

Mr. David Sembly 
Principal 
Fort Smallwood Elementary 
School 



The Anne Arundel County Public Schools System 

does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 

natural origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orienta-

tion or familial status in matters affecting employment 

or in providing access to programs.  Questions regard-

ing nondiscrimination should be directed to Mr. Leslie 

N. Stanton, Specialist in Human Relations, AACPS, 

2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD  21401, (410) 222-

5318, TDD (410) 222-5500 or www.aacps.org 

 

  

Fort Smallwood School is 

equipped with a video camera 

system.  It covers selected inte-

rior and exteriors public por-

tions of the building and 

grounds.  It is NOT monitored 

constantly, but it is monitored 

during emergency situations.  

During certain events, when the safety or security of 

students may be in question, authorized personnel from 

local, state, federal police or fire emergency units may 

be given access to view images projected on the camera 

system.  If you have any questions about the system, 

you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 

****PICK-UP REMINDER!**** 
 Please help our dismissal run smoothly by 

following this guideline: 

  If you need to pick up your child for ear-

ly dismissal OR if you are calling to have your 

child be a car rider, please notify the office by 

3:15 PM.  After that time, children will be dis-

missed at 3:35 (our usual dismissal time) and in-

tercom messages to the classroom will not be 

made. 
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  WELCOME WEDNESDAYS 
When you come to visit your child for Welcome 

Wednesdays it is for lunch 
only and not for 
recess! Please bring a bag 
lunch from home or you 
may buy a lunch from the 
cafeteria, 
do not bring in lunches 
from fast food restau-
rants. 

You also cannot take pictures during lunch times. 



Newsletter

SAY IT:
Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need.

KNOW IT:
ASK A KID:
• Has anyone ever helped you out when you were in need? 
• Think of a time when you noticed someone in your class or at your school needed some-

thing. It might have been school supplies, new shoes, or a snack for snack time. Did you see 
anyone show compassion toward that student? 

• When have you shown compassion? How did it feel?

ASK A GROWN UP:
• Where do you see compassion at work in your everyday life? Do you notice people showing 

compassion at your job, at home, at church, etc.? 
• How does it feel to provide a need for someone else?
• Share some examples of compassion that you have experienced in your lifetime. 

SEE IT:
In September of 2017, Hurricane Harvey ripped through Texas causing immense damage and 
leaving thousands of people without their homes. What wasn’t destroyed by the high winds 
was ruined by the tremendous flooding that resulted from the storm. The people of our nation 
joined together to provid relief for the families affected by Hurricane Harvey. Big businesses 
including Wal-Mart, Coca-Cola, Google and Bank of America rallied and donated millions of 
dollars to help provide support and economic relief to get people back on their feet. Presi-
dent Donald Trump also pledged 1 million dollars of his personal funds to help disaster relief 
in Texas. The United States and our elected officials demonstrated their compassion by doing 
something about someone else’s need. 

BE IT:
Take some time this month to evaluate the needs of people in your life. One night a week, sit 
down as a family and identify people at school, at work, at church, in your neighborhood or 
even in your own home who have a need. Consider and discuss as a family what can be done 
about that need and set out to do something about it in the coming week.
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By the time kids hit upper 
elementary, they begin  
to realize their first major 
crisis: Friendship.  
This isn’t just something that happens to our fourth and fifth graders.  
Believe it or not, research is beginning to show that by kindergarten 
many kids are testing the power of their influence and seeking connec-
tions with friends at any cost.

Meaning, as soon as they become aware there are other people in the 
world besides them, they start making decisions based on the sort of 
friends they want to attract.

Here are a few ways you can help your elementary kids develop friendships.

• Help them develop self-confidence.
• Widen the circle of people around them to include adults you trust.
• Ask questions about what’s happening in their friendships.
• Don’t freak out! Every Phase is new for your child and you as a parent, 

so there will be some bumps in the road.

So don’t miss it. Developing friendships is a part of being a kid, and 
each one is learning as they go.

PHASE
December 2018
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The Sharing Foundation 
needs our help! 

 

Fort Smallwood Elementary School  
is collecting  

HATS AND GLOVES  
for children in Anne Arundel County  

from November 26th  through  
December 7th. 

 

Please bring in your new hats and 
gloves and clip them onto our 

mitten/hat tree in the front lobby.   
 

 

This is a great way to show COMPASSION 
to those that need it!  



December 
 

 

2018 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
   Welcome Wednesday 2-hr Early Dismissal 

No PM PK/ECI 
  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 Vision & Hearing 

Screening 
     

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 Interims Go Home  Winter Concert 7 PM PTA Craft Night 5-7 PM   

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 Schools & Offices 

Closed – Winter Break 
Schools & Offices 
Closed – Winter Break 

Schools & Offices 
Closed – Winter Break 

Schools & Offices 
Closed – Winter Break 

Schools & Offices 
Closed – Winter Break 

 

30 31 Jan 1     
 Schools & Offices 

Closed – Winter Break 
Schools & Offices 
Closed – Winter Break 

    

 



 
 

ASK THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

Do you have a question or concern regarding a school matter?  This form is provided as a 
means of open communication with parents/guardians to keep informed of school-related 
topics.  Simply, complete the form and send it back to school.  I will respond via a phone 
call, letter, or e-mail. 

 

     Thank You, 

 
     Mr. Sembly 

     Principal 

My question 

is:_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian’s Name_______________________ 

 

Child’s Name______________________ 

 
Grade________ 

 
Teacher____________________ 

 


